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HEAD, Alfred Bernard 

Trooper, 2495 

Household Battalion, Household Cavalry 
Place of Birth: Haverhill Date of Death: 
Friday, 12th October 1917 Killed in 
Action Memorial: Tyne Cot Theatre of 
War: France & Flanders Aged 19 years 

 The  Head  family  had  lived  for many  years  in  Suffolk,  Alfred  Bernard’s  grandfather 
having  been  born  in  Bury  St  Edmunds  and  employed  both  there  and  at  Tunstall, 
Suffolk, as a butcher before moving to Haverhill where in 1881 the family were living in
Queen Street, Haverhill. 

Alfred Bernard (known as Bernard) Head 
was born in Haverhill on the 18th March 
1898, the oldest child of Frank Head and 
Elizabeth Rhoda Head, nee Rowlinson. At 
this time the family were living at 14 
Crowland Road, Haverhill. 

By 1911 they had moved and were living at 
28 Queens Street, Haverhill. Bernard’s 
father, Frank, was employed as a traveller in 
the corn trade. Bernard’s grandmother Mary 
Head lived with them for the last three years 
of her life following the death of her husband 
in 1900. 

Bernard enlisted at Bury St Edmunds joining 
the Household Battalion as Trooper 2495. In 
February 1917 he was stationed at 
Combermere Barracks, Windsor. 

On the 24th February he married Hannah 
Pearson in St James, Clapham Park, Lambeth.  
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Hannah was the daughter of agricultural labourer Walter and his wife Elizabeth 
Granger nee Ryder who lived in Village Street, Hindersham near Linton. Walter died in 
1910 and the following year, Hannah then aged 17 was still living with her mother and 
five of her six siblings in the family home. She was employed as a cook in domestic 
service. 

When the couple married, Bernard gave his age as 21 years although in reality he 
would have been a few days short of celebrating his 19th birthday. 

Bernard was probably in the Reserve of the Battalion which, shortly after The 
Household Battalion entrained for France, on 8th and 9th November 1916, moved from 
London to Combermere Barracks. Windsor, along with the Reserve Regiment of The 
2nd Life Guards. From here, drafts of over 2,000 men were sent out to the Western 
Front to replace casualties suffered by the Household Battalion during its 14 months of 
combatant service. 

The men were paid the cavalry rate of pay, a few pence more than the infantry, and 
they wore cavalry service dress on furlough with a distinctive cap badge, the design of 
which is perpetuated in the present day Household Cavalry Forage Cap Badge. 

On 3rd May the Household Battalion were tasked with attacking Roeux cemetery, one 
of the least attractive pieces of land in northern France in 1917 as part of the Arras 
Offensive. The Battalion was forced back with above 230 casualties. The attack was 
renewed on the 12th May, the same battalions taking the same objectives. Smoke 
shells gave a screen which prevented a clear picture of the attack from Battalion 
Headquarters, but overnight, and in the early hours of the 13th May, The Household 
Battalion won one Military Cross and nine Military Medals and forced the Germans out 
of Roeux at bayonet point. This action cost The Household Battalion nine Officers killed 
and a total of nearly 500 casualties, more than half the original strength of The 
Battalion. The remnant moved to the cellars under the old city of Arras, ruined and 
bleak. They rested here for some days while their losses in manpower were made 
good by new faces - the Reserve Battalion from Windsor. It seems likely that Bernard 
did not join the Battalion at the front until now. 

Still recovering from their mauling at Arras the Household Battalion was not involved in 
the early part of the battle of Passchendaele. It was 12th October when they went back 
into action at Poelcappelle tasked with taking a few pillboxes and a blockhouse marked 
on the maps as Requette farm. Fighting had been going on here since 9th October. At 
4am the battalion assembled 150 yards east of the Poelcapelle - Cinq Chemins road in 
readiness for an attack at 5.25am. The Household Battalion came under heavy fire 
from Poelcappelle which was held by the enemy. It seems that fifty men were hit by 
shell fire at the assembly while an extra issue of rum was made. 

Part of a company of The Household Battalion was able to get into Requette Farm, 
capture its machine gunners and guns and hold it. Their hold was tenuous since no 
runner, (the only means of communication with Battalion Headquarters), could get by 
Poelcappelle on account of snipers. Nonetheless, this dwindling remnant of a company 
of cavalry-cum infantry held out until the late afternoon. At 1500 hours, 12th October, 
only three Officers remained in the forward companies of the Battalion. The men under 
their command were utterly exhausted and not a single nonCommissioned Officer 
above the rank of Corporal remained. There was a withdrawal  
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‘In loving memory of our dear son A. B. Head’ 

 

along the whole sector of the Poelcappelle - Passchendaele Front. The reckoning for 
The Household Battalion was a loss of over 400 men for a temporary gain of 600 
yards. 

Bernard was killed in this action on the 12th October 1917, aged 19 years. 

His wife, Hannah gave birth to their daughter Kathleen late in 1917. It would seem 
unlikely that Bernard had a 
chance to meet her before 
he was killed. 

Bernard is remembered on 
panel 3 of the Tyne Cot 
Memorial which is one of 
four memorials to the 
missing in Belgian 
Flanders which covers the 
area known as the Ypres 
Salient. 

At the unveiling of the 
Haverhill Memorial a 

wreath was laid bearing the 
message: 

Bernard was awarded the British War 
Medal, and Victory Medal. 

From his probate record it would seem that Bernard had given an address in Linton 
as his residence. Was this possibly his wife’s family’s address? His father Frank was 
now a Mill Manager.  _______  . . . .  ,  ,  

HEAD Alfred Bernard of Lmton Cambridgeshire died :2 October 
1917 in France Administration (with will limited) London 22 
June to Frank Head mill manager. 
Effects £106 9s. 7d. * 

Bernard’s widow, Hannah, married Charles Blackmore in Lambeth in 1923. They settled in 
Wandsworth where Charles was employed as a cable operator (Tele-Communication Service). 

Bernard’s parent’s details are given as Frank and Elizabeth Head of 28 Chauntry Road in the 
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CWGC records. 
Photo courtesy of Julia Grover. 
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